**MEDIA ADVISORY FOR PLANNING PURPOSES – 2026**

Minnesota to Celebrate 10th Annual School Bus Driver Appreciation Day – Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026
I-35W Bridge Will Be Lit Yellow in Honor of School Bus Drivers

WHAT: Minnesota will mark the 10th annual School Bus Driver Appreciation Day on Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, a statewide celebration honoring the thousands of professional school bus drivers who safely transport nearly 700,000 Minnesota students each day.

Governor Tim Walz will again issue a statewide School Bus Driver Appreciation Day Proclamation, recognizing the essential role bus drivers play in student safety, school access, and community transportation. To honor school bus drivers, the I-35W Bridge in Minneapolis will be lit yellow that evening.

Coverage opportunities include: 
· Early-morning live shots at bus garages as drivers begin routes
· Ride-along opportunities with drivers (pre-arranged through districts or contractors)
· Interviews with school districts facing staffing shortages and highlighting recruitment efforts
· Features on long-serving drivers, parent appreciation efforts, or special-needs transportation
· Footage of driver appreciation events, breakfasts, and receptions hosted by school districts
· B-roll of the I-35W Bridge lighting at dusk

WHEN: Wednesday, February 18, 2026
Live-shot opportunities available between 4:30–9:00 a.m.
Bridge lighting at dusk (approximately 5:30 p.m.)

WHERE:
Opportunities available statewide.
MSBOA and MAPT can help coordinate coverage with bus companies and school districts in your region.

WHO:
Representatives available for interview: 
· Kathryn Forbord, President, Minnesota School Bus Operators Association
· Nick Klaseus, President, Minnesota Association for Pupil Transportation
· Veteran school bus drivers and district transportation directors statewide

CONTACT: 
Leslie Rosedahl, Rosedahl Public Affairs,  651.353.1818, Leslie@RosedahlPublicAffairs.com



